
3/31/2020 Daily Reflection 
 

     "O Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come to you." These words are from verse 2 
of Psalm 102, the Responsorial Psalm for Mass today, March 31, 2020. I often find 
myself thinking of these words before mentally saying my short litany of prayers every 
morning.  
     One of those prayers comes from the years that I spent living in Pittsburgh. Before 
coming to St. Edward's, I served as a teacher and chaplain at The Neighborhood 
Academy, a faith-based, non-sectarian high school. Every day began with a short 
worship service, which ended with the communal recitation of the school prayer. The 
prayer was a slightly modified version of the "Prayer for Use by a Sick Person" in the 
Book of Common Prayer (USA, p. 451). As adapted by the school, the text of the prayer 
is: 

This is another day, O Lord.   
I know not what it will bring forth,  
but make me ready for whatever it may be.   
If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. 
If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. 
If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. 
And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. 
Make these words more than words,  
and give me your Spirit. Amen. 

     For me, the words of this prayer have been especially powerful in recent days. It's 
written in the first-person, so I've always prayed it rather personally. But lately, I'm 
finding that I'm praying it more as a prayer for others. I pray that all of the essential 
workers around our state, country, and world will indeed "stand bravely." I pray that all 
of us called to "sit still" and "lie low" will indeed do it quietly and patiently. 
     Mostly, though, I find myself lingering on that "do nothing" line. Right now, so many 
cannot do what they desire because they are confined to quarantines and hospital beds. 
So many can no longer do their work because they have lost their jobs--temporarily or 
permanently. So many feel they can do nothing because they are paralyzed by anxiety 
and worry.  
     The words of the prayer ask that those who are called to "do nothing" may do it 
"gallantly." The word "gallantly" isn't used as much as it used to be, but here, it means 
bravely. Heroically. Without fear. And so today, let us pray that we all may be so gallant 
in whatever we are asked to do...and that whatever we are asked to do, God will indeed 
give us his Spirit. 
     O Lord, hear our prayer, and let our cry come to you.  
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 



3/30/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Monday, March 30. May God bless the beginning of our work week, 
the return from spring break, our continued homeschool adventures, and our 
obedience to the new rules under which we find ourselves. 
     Today we celebrate the feast of St. Peter Regalado. He is one of the few of us 
who loved obedience. As the head of his order, he led by example. St. Peter 
Regalado was known for his love for the rules of his Franciscan order in the 
1400's. As abbot, he received many graces, including bilocation, so he could 
conduct business at two convents a great distance apart simultaneously. He was 
also known for his great compassion and care for the poor and sick. 
     The gospel talks about the woman caught in adultery. Jesus said, "Let the one 
among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." Then he writes 
on the ground. Jesus knows her gaze is on the ground. She dare not lift her eyes. 
He meets her where she is, even if he has to stoop to the very ground, just as he 
meets each of us wherever we are. Jesus wants us to see him. As Jesus stands 
with her, he tells her she is not condemned; she is forgiven. Jesus offers 
forgiveness to all of us, and just like he sent her, we are all sent: "Go and sin no 
more." 
     May we all be obedient to whatever God asks of us: to be kind to those around 
us, to obey the regulations of the state, to pray with our fellow Christians, to be a 
witness of God's love--even if we feel alone--as we remember Christ writing on 
the ground beside us. 
     St. Peter Regalado, pray for us. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR (Parish School of Religion) Director 
 

  



3/29/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
      Today, March 29, 2020, is the Fifth Sunday of Lent. Today's Mass readings 
are all about life and death. Ezekiel prophesies to the Israelites that they will rise 
from death after God opens their graves. Paul reminds the Romans that the same 
Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in each of them. John's gospel tells 
the story of Jesus calling Lazarus forth from the grave.  
      These are powerful readings anytime. But today, they seem particularly 
striking, as the coronavirus has forced people around the world to confront 
questions of life and death.   
     As disciples of Christ, how do we grapple with such questions? We start 
with what we know...and today's readings remind us of exactly what that is. We 
know that Jesus has triumphed over death. We know it because of our Baptism, in 
which we descended into the waters and rose to new life with him. We know it 
because, over and over again, we have heard it proclaimed in scripture and in 
homilies. We have read and contemplated it in prayer. We have sung hymns and 
acclamations about it. We have celebrated it every year during Holy Week, and 
we will do so again soon, as we pass from Palm Sunday through Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday. 
      We know that Jesus has triumphed over death, and so, as Catholic 
Christians, we know the questions that our world is confronting are not simply 
questions of life and death. They are questions of life and death...and the life to 
come. They are questions of life and death...and eternal life. And we know that 
there is only one answer to all of those questions: Jesus, who is the resurrection 
and the life. 
     In the days and weeks to come, our trials may continue to become more 
difficult. Our struggles may increase, as may the suffering of others whom we love 
and countless others whom we do not personally know.  
      But amidst everything, let us not forget the truth that we do already know. 
Let us not forget Jesus. Let us not forget that his resurrection ensured that 
suffering and death will never have the final word. Let us not forget that 
questions of life and death always end with life--with Christ--and with the promise 
and hope of eternal life with him forever. 
      "Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom." (Lk 23:42) 
      St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 



3/28/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Saturday, March the 28th, 2020. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 
be glad, the psalmist tells us. Deacon John here, pinch-hitting for Paul and Zachary for 
today's reflection from St. Edward's Church. Pinch-hitting...a baseball term. Oh, how we 
long for baseball and all those things that have been put on hold as we battle the 
coronavirus. 
     Thank you for 180 seconds or less of your time as I reflect this day on two things: 
shelter in place and social distancing. Fifty-cent words meaning stay at home and stay 
away from others, at least six feet. Don't touch me and don't breathe on me. Those two 
commands have been placed upon us by our government to ensure our physical well-
being. 
     Jesus Christ places upon us, as well, two commands to ensure our eternal well-being. 
He calls us to two very different and radical commands. Instead of shelter-in-place, he 
calls us to go forth to be light to the nations and salt to the earth, to proclaim to all the 
Great Commission. Go forth, repent of your sins, and believe in the gospel. Instead of 
social distancing, Jesus calls us, as his followers, to social engagement. We are called to 
be his hands and feet in service to the poor, the hungry, the homeless, and all those in 
need. "I come not to be served, but to serve," he tells us. Are not we to do the same as 
his followers? 
     During these difficult times, we need to be more creative in fulfilling Jesus's 
commands as we find ourselves locked in, locked out, sheltering in place, and social 
distancing. We need to continue to utilize those three pillars of Lent. So, my friends, 
keep praying, keep fasting, and keep giving alms for those in need, especially those most 
adversely affected by this virus. 
     From today's Mass, Psalm 7, we hear the words: "O Lord, my God, in you I take 
refuge. Save me from all my pursuers and rescue me. A shield before me is God, who 
saves the upright of heart." 
     May almighty God be our refuge this day. May almighty God be our shield this day, 
and may he save us and rescue us from all our pursuers. May God richly bless you this 
day and until we meet again.  
     Thank you for your time. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 
writing from the copyright owner. 

 
  



3/27/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is March 27, 2020, and the first of our daily Mass readings comes from 
the book of Wisdom. 

 
The wicked said among themselves, 
thinking not aright: 
“Let us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; 
he sets himself against our doings, 
Reproaches us for transgressions of the law 
and charges us with violations of our training. 
He professes to have knowledge of God 
and styles himself a child of the LORD. 
To us he is the censure of our thoughts; 
merely to see him is a hardship for us, 
Because his life is not like that of others, 
and different are his ways. (Wis 2:1a, 12-22) 
  

    The Hebrew word “holy” or “sacred” is “qodesh,” which means “separate or set 
apart.” So when we name someone as a holy saint, we are saying that he or she is 
set apart in a certain way or for a certain purpose. In the same way we consecrate 
or “set apart” a building for worship or a chalice to be used in Mass, we too are 
called to be set apart for holiness, for a certain purpose. Our reading from 
Wisdom today reminds us of that. We are called to live our lives differently. This 
doesn’t mean we need to be monks, and certainly doesn’t mean that non-
Christians are inferior to us in any way. But it does mean that every action and 
thought we have suddenly carries a new meaning and purpose. Our lives aren’t 
supposed to look like everyone else’s, because by your baptism, you are made 
holy and have been set apart to be a saint. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us and make us into the saints that we are 
destined to be!  
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 
writing from the copyright owner. 



3/26/2020 Daily Reflection 
 

"Illness and suffering have always been among the gravest problems 
confronted in human life. In illness, man experiences his powerlessness, his 
limitations, and his finitude. Every illness can make us glimpse death." 
       
These words are taken from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

paragraph 1500. They speak directly to the reality that our world faces today, 
March 26, 2020. In the next paragraph, the Catechism describes two paths that 
we may take as we are confronted by this reality. It says: 
 

"Illness can lead to anguish, self-absorption, sometimes even despair and 
revolt against God. It can also make a person more mature, helping him 
discern in his life what is not essential so that he can turn toward that which 
is. Very often illness provokes a search for God and a return to him." (1501) 
 

      When we take that second path--when we search for God--we eventually 
find ourselves encountering Jesus. Jesus: the all-powerful, infinitely good Lord 
who has no limitations. Jesus: the physician. Jesus: the healer. Jesus: our Savior 
who suffered his own horrifying Passion and Death. Jesus: the loving Lord who 
"moved by so much suffering...not only allows himself to be touched by the sick, 
but he makes their miseries his own" (CCC 1505).  
      In all things, at all times, Jesus is our teacher and our model. "By following 
him, [his disciples] acquire a new outlook on illness and the sick" because Jesus 
"makes them share in his ministry of compassion and healing" (CCC 1506). He 
calls us both to pray and to care directly for those who are sick (CCC 1509) and for 
all who are suffering. 
      This time of pandemic is indeed a moment of discernment and struggle, 
both for Christians and for all people everywhere. Let us pray for the grace to 
avoid falling into despair. Rather, in the midst of this holy season of Lent, let us 
respond to God's invitation to return to him and to cling to him ever more tightly. 
      St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
English translation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church for the United States of America copyright © 1994, United States 
Catholic Conference, Inc. —Libreria Editrice Vaticana. English translation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: Modifications 
from the Editio Typica copyright © 1997, United States Catholic Conference, Inc.—Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Available online at 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/.  

file:///C:/Users/music/Desktop/reflections/English%20translation%20of%20the%20Catechism%20of%20the%20Catholic%20Church%20for%20the%20United%20States%20of%20America%20copyright%20©%201994,%20United%20States%20Catholic%20Conference,%20Inc.%20—Libreria%20Editrice%20Vaticana.%20English%20translation%20of%20the%20Catechism%20of%20the%20Catholic%20Church:%20Modifications%20from%20the%20Editio%20Typica%20copyright%20©%201997,%20United%20States%20Catholic%20Conference,%20Inc.—Libreria%20Editrice%20Vaticana.%20Available%20online%20at%20http:/www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/


3/25/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is March 25, 2020. It's nine months until Christmas, which is why today, 
the Church celebrates the solemnity of the Annunciation. Nine months prior to 
celebrating the birth of Jesus, we celebrate the moment when the angel Gabriel came to 
Mary and told her that she was to conceive and bear the Son of God. 
     Mary responded with a wholehearted yes, an acceptance known as her fiat. In 
Latin, fiat means "let it be done" or "let it happen." According to the account from 
Luke's gospel, which is read at today's Mass, Mary said: 
 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word. (Lk 1:38) 

 
     Through her fiat, Mary offered herself completely to God as a "handmaid," ready 
to submit to his will. By virtue of our Baptism, we too have received and accepted this 
call to be handmaids of the Lord. The other sacraments invite us to affirm our own fiat 
and strengthen us to live it out. We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation 
and are nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. We find mercy, 
healing, and strength in Reconcilation and the Anointing of the Sick. Those called to Holy 
Orders or Marriage vow to live their fiat through the vocation that they have carefully 
discerned. 
     In addition to the sacraments, we all echo Mary's fiat whenever we say the Lord's 
Prayer. "May it be done to me according to your word," Mary said. "Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven," we say. 
    Today, in response to the coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis has invited all 
Christians to say the Lord's Prayer (at noon, if possible) as a sign of unity as we raise our 
voices to God. Let us do so, and let us pray with our whole hearts that God's will be 
done...just as the Blessed Virgin Mary did so many years ago. May we follow her 
example and live our own fiat, today and every day. 
     Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister    
  



3/24/2020 Daily Reflection 
 

Today is March 24, 2020, and the first reading for Mass today comes from the 
book of the prophet Ezekiel, and it describes a vision Isaiah has of the temple in 
Jerusalem. 

The angel brought me, Ezekiel, back to the entrance of the temple of the LORD, 
and I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the temple toward 
the east, for the façade of the temple was toward the east; 
the water flowed down from the right side of the temple, south of the altar. 
He led me outside by the north gate, 
and around to the outer gate facing the east, 
where I saw water trickling from the right side. 
Then when he had walked off to the east with a measuring cord in his hand, 
he measured off a thousand cubits and had me wade through the water, 
which was ankle-deep. 
He measured off another thousand 
and once more had me wade through the water, 
which was now knee-deep. 
Again he measured off a thousand and had me wade; 
the water was up to my waist. 
Once more he measured off a thousand, 
but there was now a river through which I could not wade; 
for the water had risen so high it had become a river 
that could not be crossed except by swimming. 
He asked me, “Have you seen this, son of man?”   (Ez 47:1-9, 12) 

My friends, the depth of God’s wisdom, mercy, and love is immense! God created 
us for a relationship with Him that is dynamic, changing, and even mysterious at times. 
Just as Ezekiel found that the river flowing from the temple grew deeper and deeper, so 
does God desire our relationship with him to grow deeper and deeper. And in fact, there 
can be moments of our journey with him that feel impassable, that if we tried to stay on 
this path, we’d drown because they’re so deep! But we can’t forget that these waters 
are not dangerous, life-threatening waters. These are the waters of life flowing from 
God’s temple. They will not drown us, but carry us to new places of joy, gladness, and 
trust in God. 

My friends, do not be afraid of those times of uncertainty, but enter in with 
trusting love in God our Father. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us!  
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 
writing from the copyright owner. 



3/23/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
              Today is March 23rd, 2020, and is the memorial of St. Turibius of 
Mogrovejo as well. St. Turibius began as a lawyer and professor in 16th-century 
Spain and was quite successful until he was chosen to be the missionary 
archbishop of faraway Lima, Peru. Being a layman, Turibius tried to turn down the 
offer, but on seeing the need in Peru, he agreed to leave his comfortable life 
behind and was ordained a bishop to serve the huge diocese of Lima. 
              So many trials and difficulties lay ahead of the new Archbishop—from 
studying and learning a completely new language, to fighting the oppression of 
the Spanish conquerors, to dealing with the own abuses of his own clergy. His 
visits across the immense diocese only allowed him two or three days in one place 
and often with no bed or food. But his fidelity and love for God in the sacraments 
as well as the people he served produced tremendous fruit in Peru. His own 
holiness inspired Rose of Lima and Martin de Porres, who also became canonized 
Saints. He was responsible for the first indigenous-language catechisms, and 
encourage many natives who became priests in the archdiocese as well. 
              Often, God’s will for us is found where our greatest passion meets the 
world’s greatest need. And even though St. Turibius resisted at first, he let his 
heart melt when he heard of the need for a virtuous spiritual leader in Peru. I’ve 
recently found myself looking for distractions during this time of quarantine 
instead of opening my heart to the needs of my family or my friends who are also 
quarantined. I often like to think, “Would the biography of St. Zachary Ratliff 
include me surfing the web or doing a puzzle alone, or calling and loving my 
friends, sending letters, or inviting my siblings to do something together?” And 
when I open myself to the needs of others around me, I find a passion to love 
them and pour into their needs. And today, I’d like you to do the same. Put away 
the distractions and seek to open yourself to the needs of just the people in your 
circle! 

St. Turibius of Mogrevejo, pray for us! 
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
  



3/22/2020 Daily Reflection 
 

Today is the Fourth Sunday of Lent. It is known as "Laetare Sunday" in 
honor of the first word of the designated entrance chant for the day -- Laetare, 
meaning rejoice. Today is the Lenten equivalent of "Gaudete Sunday" in Advent, 
which is also named for its entrance chant and also means "rejoice." Today is a 
day when the priest wears rose-colored vestments, flowers are permitted at the 
altar, and more instrumental music is permitted at Mass. 

Coming in the midst of Lent, Laetare Sunday is a day when we remind 
ourselves that even amidst the repentance and starkness of this season, we 
should always rejoice, because Easter joy awaits us.  

This year, the symbolism of Laetare Sunday is especially striking. We are in 
the midst of a worldwide crisis--and, it seems, conditions will likely worsen before 
they improve. Yet Laetare Sunday reminds us that as followers of Christ, we 
always have reason to hope even in the midst of the worst of trials. We trust in 
the joy of the resurrection. Through his Passion, Christ suffered, but in the end, he 
triumphed over death. As we suffer right now, let us place our hope in Jesus. May 
he lead and guide us through these times...and may we not lose hope along the 
way. 

Laetare. Rejoice. Christ is with us.  
St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen. 

 
(To hear the Laetare chant, both in Latin and in a more recent English chant 
setting, click here.) 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
  

http://www.chantcafe.com/2013/03/laetare-jerusalem/


3/21/2020 Daily Reflection     
 

     At St. Edward's, one of the two small chapels 
near the tabernacle contains a statue of the 
Pietà -- "the Pity" -- in which Mary holds the 
body of Jesus. The most famous depiction of the 
Pietà is the one by Michelangelo, which is 
located at the Vatican in St. Peter's Basilica. 
Many other artists have also created versions of 
the Pietà, which can be seen online. 
     At St. Edward's, the Pietà chapel is a popular 
place for prayer. Candles are lit, "Aves" are said 
("Ave" being short for "Ave Maria," or "Hail 

Mary"), and we lift our pains, sorrows, and concerns to God through the 
intercession of his Blessed Mother.  
     The Pietà is particularly poignant during this time of the coronavirus pandemic, 
as we experience many conflicting feelings and unite ourselves with the many 
sorrows that pierced the heart of Mary. For many centuries, the Church has 
treated Saturday as a day dedicated to the Mother of God. Today, then, let us 
raise our voices in prayer to her as we say: 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
Amen.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
  



3/20/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is March 20, 2020, and I’d like to invite you to reflect on the first reading 
for today’s Mass, which comes from the book of the prophet Hosea. 
     If you’re not familiar with Hosea, it’s an incredibly fascinating book, where the 
prophet Hosea is asked to preach God’s message through the prophet’s actions, 
particularly through his marriage to a prostitute named Gomer. In fact, you might 
consider reading and praying with this book for the next couple weeks, since you 
might have some more free time. But the message of Hosea is this: God earnestly 
desires to be back with his people in a faithful, covenantal relationship, but the 
people of Israel have turned away, worshipped other gods, and ceased to walk in 
God’s ways. In the same way, Gomer, the prostitute who married the prophet 
Hosea, is unfaithful to Hosea in their marriage covenant, and the book focuses on 
Hosea’s deep desire to be fully united with his wife as a prophetic sign of God’s 
deep desire to be with us. 
     And so, I’m struck most by this passage in today’s reading: 

Ephraim! What more has he to do with idols? 
I have humbled him, but I will prosper him. 
“I am like a verdant cypress tree”– 
Because of me you bear fruit! 

     God is not afraid to let His people feel uncomfortable or pain. He led Israel 40 
years in the desert, 70 years in exile, and let His own son, Jesus, die on the cross. 
Even now, many of us are feeling the pain of social isolation, fear, anxiety, or 
separation. But we can’t forget God’s promise to be our source of joy, peace, and 
consolation, of His promise to prosper us. He is a faithful God, and He himself is 
coming with each of us, even if we may not be able to attend Mass as a 
community these next few weeks. But we can choose to accept this time as a time 
to renew our commitment to be faithful to Him as well, by spending time in 
prayer with scripture, by watching Mass online, or by loving the people we are 
with. 
     And so, be assured our prayers as a parish staff for each of you, and please 
keep us in your prayers, as well. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
 

~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
 



3/19/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
      Today we celebrate the Solemnity of St. Joseph. There are two options for 
the Gospel reading for today's Mass, one of which is from Luke, chapter 2. Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph go to Jerusalem. Jesus is twelve years old, and when it's time 
for the Holy Family to leave and return to Nazareth, Jesus gets left behind. Mary 
and Joseph return to Jerusalem and--after three days of searching--they finally 
find Jesus in the temple talking with the teachers. 
      Where is Jesus? Joseph and Mary surely asked that question over and over 
again as they searched for him. Luke's gospel says that they were filled with 
"great anxiety" and that, when they finally found him, Mary asked, "Son, why 
have you done this to us?"  
      Amidst these days of fear and uncertainty about the future, we may find 
ourselves filled with great anxiety, too...and we may be asking those same 
questions. Where is Jesus? Why have you done this to us? 
      In these days, then, let us be comforted by the message of the other option 
for today's Gospel reading, from Matthew, chapter 1. Joseph had found out that 
Mary was pregnant, and he was planning to divorce her quietly. Then the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary your wife into your home." 
     Do not be afraid. Joseph heeded that call from the angel of the Lord. He 
was not afraid. Today, let us pray for the strength and the courage to follow his 
example. Let us pray that we too will not be afraid. Let us never forget that--even 
when we feel like we do not know where God is--he is always with us, especially 
in our suffering and anxiety. 
     St. Joseph, pray for us. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. Amen. 

 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 


